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MESSAGE FROM THE ORGANIZER
On behalf of the organizing committee for the 2nd Annual Japan-Canada Academic Consortium Student
Forum, I would like to extend my deepest condolences to the people of Japan. Over a month has passed
since a magnitude 9.0 earthquake struck off the coast of north-eastern Japan, triggering a massive tsunami
which has caused immeasurable damage and claimed tens of thousands of lives. It will take several months,
if not years, for the region and country of Japan as a whole to recover from this tragedy. However, it is my
strongest belief that Japan will successfully rebuild and regain its status as one of the world’s leading
nations. At the same time, I also believe that catastrophes such as these underscore the importance of
international collaboration and cooperation among individuals spanning across nations, which is the central
goal of the JACAC Student Forum.
The second annual Japan-Canada Academic Consortium Student Forum was held in February 2011, with the
main theme of this year's forum being 'International Trade and Environmental Sustainability', and
subthemes being 'Food Security', 'Biodiversity', and 'Climate Change.'
Building on the success of the first forum that Meiji University organized a year earlier, our goal was to
explore a sustainable model for the forum, which we hope we will continue to be an annual event for the
Japan-Canada Academic Consortium. 26 students, consisting of 18 from Japan and 8 from Canada, gathered
in Edmonton, Alberta. I feel that it is important to note that some Canadian students, such as those from
Prince Edward Island, had to travel nearly as far as the group of Japanese students to get to Alberta, thus
serving to remind us of the sheer immensity of this country, and the importance of networks such as JACAC
even within our own nation.
Being able to observe the students from different parts of the world, coming from different academic and
social backgrounds, interacting in serious discussions, in more casual social settings, and giving superb
group presentations at the closing ceremony demonstrated that incredible things can be accomplished
when students are given the opportunity.
This forum truly showcased team efforts of the individual JACAC institutions from beginning to end.
Preparations for the forum started as early as February 2009, even before the first forum took place in
Tokyo. Specific details of the forum began to come together in May 2010, when the organizing committee
was formed. We were very fortunate to have the enthusiastic and knowledgeable support of the organizing
committee members, which included one faculty member and two graduate students, and one
undergraduate student. Special thanks must also go to the supporters of the forum: the Canadian
Government, the Japan Foundation, and the Prince Takamado Japan Canada Memorial Fund. Meiji
University also provided very generous and thoughtful support throughout the planning process, as well as
during the forum. Finally, we are also very grateful for the kind support from the Alberta Government,
Japan Canada Oil Sands Limited, and the University of Alberta.
To all the student participants, our future leaders in the global society: Congratulations on your
achievements, and best wishes for the future!

Dr. Kaori Kabata
Director, Prince Takamado Japan Centre for Teaching and Research, University of Alberta
2nd Annual Japan-Canada Academic Consortium Student Forum Organizing Committee
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ABOUT THE FORUM
The 2nd Annual Japan-Canada Academic Consortium Student Forum was hosted this year by the Prince
Takamado Japan Centre for Teaching and Research at the University of Alberta in Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada. 8 students from 5 Canadian universities and 18 from 10 Japanese universities attended the weeklong event from February 21-27, 2011. The theme of this year’s forum was International Trade and
Environmental Sustainability, with subthemes of Climate Change, Biodiversity, and Food Security.
The goal of the JACAC Student Forum is to provide students with the opportunity to interact with their
peers from a different culture, in order to gain insight into their current areas of academic interest and to
encourage a flow of ideas between Canada and Japan. Students attending this year’s forum participated in
lectures given by academic and industry professionals, as well as group discussions and consultations with
graduate students.
Lectures and afternoon group sessions were held at the University of Alberta in Edmonton, Canada.
Towards the end of the week, the group travelled to Calgary, Alberta, where they were treated to a guided
tour of Banff National Park with Parks Canada, as well as enjoyed some time shopping and experiencing the
Canadian Rockies. The forum was wrapped up at the University of Alberta’s Calgary Centre, where students
gave their final group presentations and a closing ceremony reception was held.
Students were divided into 7 groups of 3 to 4 members and assigned to a forum subtheme. Each group then
chose from a set of questions posed by the Organizing Committee regarding their topics, and worked on a
10-12 minute presentation. The students’ presentations provided an overview of the understanding
acquired through attending the forum lectures, group discussions, and students’ own research, and
addressed the issues from several perspectives, including social, business, and environmental. Some groups
were awarded special effort prizes courtesy of Japan Canada Oil Sands Ltd., and participants also voted for
leadership prizes for their peers.
The opportunity for interaction between undergraduate students at the forum allowed participants to
discuss issues relevant to their studies and research with their peers from a different country, gaining
valuable insight from a multicultural viewpoint. Cultural exchange was also evident as students socialized
both during organized and more casual events.
For the third forum, the venue moves back to Japan and is currently scheduled for February 2012.
Ritsumeikan University in Kyoto will be the hosting institution.
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FORUM PROGRAM

Date

Time

February 20 (Su)

-

February 21 (M)

9:30-10:45

10:45-11:30
11:30-13:00
13:00 -

February 22 (T)

9:30-9:45
9:45-10:45

11:00-12:00
12:00-13:00
13:15-16:00
16:30-18:00
18:00 February 23 (W)

9:30-9:45
9:45-10:45
11:00-11:45

12:00-13:00
13:15-16:00
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Scheduled Event
Students Arrive in Edmonton
Orientation
Welcome remarks
Student group assignments and introductions
Presentation by Ms. Tara Scheurwater (DFAIT)
Current Situation of Japan Canada Relations
Lunch
Cultural Activity
Visit to City Hall
West Edmonton Mall
Morning Orientation
Sub-Theme: Food Security
Presentation by Dr. Ellen Goddard (University of Alberta)
Food Security and Food Safety: How Different are Canadian
and Japanese Consumers?
Presentation by Dr. Shirley McClellan (University of Alberta)
Food Security and the Environment
Lunch
Student Group Sessions
Cultural Activity
Walk to Hawrelak Park
Casual Gathering (organized by JAGSA)
Morning Orientation
Sub-Theme: Biodiversity
Presentation by Dr. Dan Farr (Biota Research)
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
Presentation by Dr. John Spence (University of Alberta)
Biodiversity and Forest Management: On Having Our Forests and
the Rest of It Too!
Lunch
Student Group Sessions
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Date
February 24 (R)

Time
9:30-9:45
9:45-10:45
11:00-12:00

Scheduled Event
Morning Orientation
Sub-Theme: Climate Change
Presentation by Mr. Geert De Cock (University of Alberta)
What is at stake in international discussions on climate change?
Presentation by Mr. Toshiyuki Hirata (JAPEX/JACOS)
Canadian Oil Sand Development and Efforts in GHG Reduction
Lunch
Student Group Sessions

12:00-13:00
13:15-15:00
15:30 -

Depart for Calgary

February 25 (F)

9:00-11:00
11:00-13:00
13:00-18:00
18:00-20:00
20:00 -

Group travels to Banff
Guided Tour of Banff with Parks Canada
Free Time in Banff Town
Dinner at Banff Centre
Group departs from Banff

February 26 (Sa)

9:00-16:00

Student Group Sessions
Preparation for group presentations

February 27 (Su)

9:00-12:30

Student Group Sessions
Preparation for group presentations
Student Group Presentations
Closing Ceremony and Reception

13:00-16:00
16:00-17:30
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GUEST SPEAKER ABSTRACTS
Dr. Ellen Goddard
Professor, Dept. of Rural Economy, University of Alberta
Food Security and Food Safety: How Different are Canadian and Japanese Consumers?
The words ‘food security’ are used in many different ways – to mean food safety, to mean accessibility of
food to vulnerable populations, to mean sustainable domestic sources of food within national boundaries.
Although food security is dealt with by every country, the relative weights on the different definitions differ
across countries. Research has shown, for example, that Japan and Canada have very different views about
the ways to handle specific food safety outbreaks, such as BSE (mad cow disease). The results from recent
surveys of the public in Canada and Japan will be presented and differences in attitudes and behaviour,
nationally, highlighted. One of the key factors that may determine different national government policies is
the level of trust or confidence the public has in the policy makers who deal with food security. From the
research conducted, the views of Canadians and people from Japan are very different, with Japanese
consumers showing lower levels of confidence in the food system. Results show differences in the personal
sense of responsibility consumers feel they have in the two countries and also in who they expect should
be able to deal with food security issues. How different levels of trust and confidence have translated into
different policies will be discussed. National differences in dealing with all three definitions of food security
will be presented, although many of the examples will directly relate to food safety concerns within each
country.
*****
Dr. Shirley McClellan
Distinguished Scholar in Residence, University of Alberta
Food Security and the Envrionment
I will attempt from a laymen and producer point of view to examine the issue of Food Security and the
Environment by reviewing briefly the seriousness of food needs worldwide, the challenges and risks in
addressing the issue through production risks, environmental risks, challenges to producers and finally
Alberta’s role and opportunities in addressing the subject.
*****
Dr. Dan Farr
Biota Research
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services
Biodiversity is the variety of plants, animals, and other living organisms on Earth. Every species depends on
the environment for energy, nutrients, and other resources. In turn, many species affect the cycling of
energy, nutrients, and other materials, which means that the environment also depends on species. To
make things even more complicated, species interact with each other through predation, competition, and
other interspecific processes. Although scientists are only just starting to understand biodiversity, the
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (www.maweb.org) stated that biodiversity is the foundation for
ecosystem services, which are the benefits people receive from nature. Therefore, global declines in
biodiversity over the past century are worrisome, and new strategies are required to conserve biodiversity
and ecosystem services.
9

*****
Dr. John Spence
Professor and Chair, Dept. of Renewable Resources, University of Alberta
Conservation and renewal of biodiversity has become a central pillar in the Canadian concept of sustainable
forest management. Use of biodiversity in this context means more than protection of threatened and
endangered species, which are charismatic enough to attract public attention. Instead, the biota is seen as
a useful multivariate indicator of forest condition. Information about biodiversity in this larger sense
provides valuable data to guide assessments of whether forest management is ecologically sensitive and
able to conserve and regenerate forest conditions that humans prefer and depend on for delivery of
ecosystem services. In Canada we have developed management approaches designed to ensure that
forestry activities are compatible with long-term goals of maintaining forest biodiversity. The approaches
must operate over a range of scales and these will be outlined in the presentation. This talk will also
provide address a long-term experiment designed to test some of the assumptions on which these
particular management approaches rest. Such science provides the interaction between theory and
application essential for adaptive management and for ‘learning while doing’.
*****
Mr. Geert De Cock
PhD Candidate, Dept. of Political Studies, University of Alberta
What is at stake in international discussions on climate change?
Geert De Cock's talk will present the current state of play with regard to tackling the challenge of climate
change . His presentation will include an update on some of the scientific findings on climate change and
their implications for the ongoing international negotiations on climate change, as they occurred in
Copenhagen and Cancun. Geert's expertise is in the area of European Union climate and energy policies.
While his talk will focus on this topic, the position of other major actors on climate change - China and the
US - will be addressed. His presentation will conclude with an overview of efforts to move towards a lowcarbon economy and the place of Canada and Alberta in particular in that context.
*****
Mr. Toshiyuki Hirata
President, Japan Canada Oil Sands Ltd.
Canadian Oil Sand Development and Efforts in GHG Reduction
The world economy is continuously growing, led by rapidly developing areas such as Asia, South America
and Africa and the world energy demand is increasing along with it. While this increasing demand presents
tremendous opportunities for the oil industry, providing energy security and ensuring environmental
protection are responsibilities of the energy industry that are critical to its long-term success. Canada has a
huge oil sands resource and the Canadian oil sands industry is working on balanced development of the oil
sands that considers impacts on both the economy and the environment. This presentation covers the
current status of oil sands development in Canada and how we are working on reducing GHG emissions.
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STUDENT GROUP PRESENTATIONS
Climate change: Each country should care for an issue that concerns all
Ms. Moe Kitagawa (Sophia University) LEADERSHIP PRIZE
Ms. Chihiro Komatsu (Meiji University)
Mr. Heihachiro Shigematsu (Hokkaido University) LEADERSHIP PRIZE
Mr. Eric Sullivan (Université de Montréal) LEADERSHIP PRIZE
QUESTION:
Multilateral or unilateral? Can international treaties and summits effectively address climate change, or
should countries be acting alone to address threats?
ABSTRACT:
To address to this question, we will start by reviewing the recent multilateral negotiations and summits,
and present the lessons that can be derived from them. Based on this assessment, we will explain our
vision of international agreements acting as a means of collective action towards specific goals and of
harmonization of progress driven by unilateral initiative.
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Japan-Canada Collaboration on Reducing GHG Emissions: Government, Industry and Academic Initiatives
Ms. Maryam Azh (York University)
Mr. Robbie Saada (University of Prince Edward Island)
Ms. Junko Yamada (Tsuda College)
Mr. Makoto Yamauchi (Hokkaido University)

QUESTION:
How can Canada and Japan collaborate to progress beyond fossil fuel dependence?
ABSTRACT:
Given that modern economies depend on fossil fuels as the primary source of energy, there must be
measures taken to reduce GHG emissions and our dependency on fossil fuels. We believe this is most
effectively accomplished by collaboration among governmental policies, industry-relations, and academic
initiatives between Japan-Canada.
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*****
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Making Climate Change History SPECIAL EFFORT PRIZE
Ms. Krista-Lee Christensen (University of Prince Edward Island)
Mr. Ko Fujisaki (Ritsumeikan University)
Ms. Lisa Hayakawa (Hosei University)

QUESTION:
Multilateral or unilateral? Can international treaties and summits effectively address climate change, or
should countries be acting alone address threats?
ABSTRACT:
The year is 2090; the world is experiencing economic and environmental success. Eco: Children of Nature is
composed of government representatives, scientists, economists, and technology
experts from around the world. Our mission is to encourage global collaboration, cooperation, and action
for the health and reparation of the earth. We are making Climate Change history!
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Internal Problems, External Solutions
Mr. Sho Maeara (Nagoya University)
Ms. Kanako Murase (Kwansei Gakuin University)
Ms. Saika Nagai (Sophia University)
Mr. Noah Saber-Freedman (Concordia University) LEADERSHIP PRIZE

QUESTION:
What are some government programs that can solve food security problems common to Canada and
Japan?
ABSTRACT:
In the spirit of cultural exchange and mutual solution of shared problems, GROUP 2 proposes 3 programs to
be implemented at the policy level in order to meet 21st century challenges in food security while improving
international relations.
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*****
Are you a loca-vore? Choosing local food in a dynamic food market
Ms. Toyoko Funahashi (Meiji University)
Mr. Lucas Hennessey (University of Prince Edward Island)
Ms. Mariko Miyao (Osaka University)

QUESTION:
Is local better? What is the role of local producers in a global industrialized food complex?
ABSTRACT:
Comparing Canadian and Japanese views on local products and buying locally. The advantages and
disadvantages associated with it.
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*****
Analysis of natural resource use from a biodiversity perspective
Ms. Anita Fung (Alberta)
Ms. Asami Hagino (Ritsumeikan)
Ms. Shoko Kano (Nagoya)
Mr. Hiroki Yonetani (Kwansei Gakuin)

QUESTION:
Over-consumption? How do our habits as consumers influence biodiversity of our forests and oceans, and
what policy options exist to address this?
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ABSTRACT:
Introduction – Definition of overconsumption?
How do our habits affect biodiversity?
- Japanese example – depletion of tuna supply? Over-consumption of paper?
- Canadian example – oil sands? – pose it as a question

•

Issue – if you consume less of oil products then the economy may crash
Policy options?
- Canada Species at Risk Act?
- Climate Change Emissions and Management Act
- Japan?

Over-consumption?
How do our habits as consumers influence
biodiversity of our forests and oceans,
and what policy options exist to address this?

Introduction

Contents
•
•
•
•

Introduction to overconsumption
Case study: Japan’s paper use
Case study: Canada’s oil sands
Questions

1. What is over-consumption?
2. What are basic solutions?

23

over-consumption w.r.t
biodiversity

The amount of consumption of animals
and plants that is more than being
recovered either naturally or artificially

24
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*****
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Solving Biodiversity Problems with Collaboration SPECIAL EFFORT PRIZE
Mr. Jean-François Caty (Université de Montréal)
Ms. Shiho Enomoto (Tsuda College)
Mr. Hiroyuki Takikawa (Josai International University)
Ms. Mariko Yamashita (Hosei University)

QUESTION:
How can our respective countries collaborate to clean water pollution created by oil sands to bring back
healthy biodiversity?
ABSTRACT:
Our presentation will be about the introduction of a new technology that can improve the quality of water
resulting by the oil sands in Alberta. It will also show the importance of collaboration between Japan and
Canada and insist the positive effect of working together.
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FEEDBACK AND COMMENTS FROM STUDENTS
CANADIAN STUDENTS
JACAC was a really insightful, challenging, and exciting event for me. I got the opportunity to interact with
my peers from a different country and culture to exchange ideas on not only the environment but also on
different cultural practices. I think the greatest benefit I have obtained from this academic forum is a better
understanding of cultural and ideological differences, and how to work to communicate and cooperate
despite these differences.
The neatest part about the cultural exchange was that it happened not just between Japanese and
Canadian students, but also just between Canadian students. Having travelled to Quebec previously, I
already knew that the place was very different from the rest of Canada, but now having met people who
live and grew up there, I am beginning to understand more about the culture and practices there, and how
we’re still so similar despite our differences.
I also thoroughly benefited from and enjoyed the exchange of ideas between all the students with their
many diverse educational backgrounds. Having to exchange ideas on conservation and the environment
with people in nutrition, biological sciences, political sciences, engineering, economics, and many more
areas, was truly an engaging experience.
The social activities and ability for me, as the local participant, to stay in the hotel with the rest of the
participants, was crucial to the facilitation of communication and understanding between the other
participants and I, especially given the short duration of the forum.
For future forums, I would suggest that the presentation topics be given out near the beginning of the week
and not near the end of the week, so that students can have time to discuss and think about the topics
beforehand. I would also suggest that there be more time allowed for the social/cultural activities that are
iconic to that country/region’s culture (e.g. give some time to go skiing, even for half a day, at Banff for this
forum – we did have a day in Banff, but wasn’t given the option to go skiing for the day, perhaps, this can be
an optional arrangement for future participants in other locales).
Overall, the Japan-Canada Academic Consortium was a wonderful eye-opening experience that I will benefit
from for many years to come. I have already been able to talk about my experiences from the forum and
relate them to almost all the classes I’m taking this semester! Thank-you so much for this fantastic
experience!
- Anita Fung, University of Alberta
*****
The general theme for this year’s forum was "International Trade and Environmental Sustainability, with
sub-themes of Climate Change, Bio-diversity, and Food Security." I learned a great deal about the problems
that Canadian and Japanese societies face now and in the future, and how we can try to implement some
initiatives in hopes of reducing or eliminating the negative consequences of climate change.
My group presented on the topic of "How Canada and Japan can Collaborate to Reduce Oil Sands Air
Emissions."
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Inside the classroom, my favorite part of the conference was the diversity of presentations ranging from a
representative from the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade to the President of Japan
and Canada Oil Sands Ltd. Company in Alberta.
Outside the classroom, I enjoyed all of the cultural activities, especially the trip to Banff. Moreover, the
friendships that I was able to cultivate with the other students from Canada and Japan are going to last a
long time. Singing karaoke was by far my favorite cultural activity of the week.
This forum experience has influenced me to reevaluate my career plans to encapsulate a more global
perspective. The Japanese culture and economy is much more familiar to me after this conference, and I
would be more inclined to pursue a career in Japan thanks to JACAC.
- Robbie Saada, University of Prince Edward Island
*****
I was a bit nervous before going to JACAC 2011. I didn’t know exactly what to expect from that experience.
Finally, I had no reason to be nervous, because the organisation was great. Everything was well organised so
we could benefit from our exchange experience. I appreciate the fact that the emphasis was put on create
relationship between Canadian students and Japanese students. The fact that everything was mixed (Hotel
room, Oral presentation), helped Canadians students know the Japanese Students better and quite quickly.
I also liked the afternoon discussion session because it helped us confront our point of view on several
issues with the one of a different culture. Sincerely, I heard few thinks on Japanese people because coming
to Edmonton that finally weren’t right at all when I had the luck to ask them and know them better.
As a Canadian student, I also found the location of the forum interesting because it was in some way related
to the forum subject. As a French Canadian, I was really curious to discuss environmental issue with my
fellow from Japan but also from Alberta. For us, Oil Sands seem so far way although we heard a lot of think,
mostly bad on it.
I want to thank everyone who organized the Forum in Edmonton at the Prince Takamado centre. I also want
to thank everyone who participated, because as a result, it was a wonderful experience.
- Jean-François Caty, Université de Montréal
*****
The best education, so often, happens outside of the classroom in environments which take us away from
our comfort zones and cause us to think from other perspectives; this was confirmed for me at the Japan
Canada Academic Consortium (JACAC) student forum that took place in Alberta during the week of
February 21st. UPEI is a partner school in the JACAC agreement which links Canadian and Japanese
universities. My work as a student assistant in the International Office on campus has exposed me to many
travel and education opportunities of which, for various reasons, I had previously been unable to take
advantage. However, when the opportunity to travel to Alberta as a participant in this forum arose, I
applied with not a minute to spare and was pleased to be accepted.
I arrived in Edmonton as one of three representatives from UPEI and was surprised, and relieved, to find
that the group of participating students was much smaller than I had expected. With only 8 Canadian
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students and 18 Japanese students, we had plenty of opportunity to get acquainted over the week and
form lasting friendships. Our mornings were filled with lectures from University of Alberta professors and
guest speakers on such diverse topics as sustainable forestry, Japan-Canada trade relations, the impacts and
politics of climate change, and even the Alberta oil sands industrial practices. In the afternoon, we often
found ourselves in large and small group discussions attempting to make sense of the interconnected
problems of economy, environmental sustainability, biodiversity, and food security from our different
cultural perspectives. In our free time, we visited Hawrelak Park and the West Edmonton Mall, enjoyed a
day trip to Banff National Park, and had many fun and, often, insightful conversations about culture and our
respective lives as students in Japan and Canada.
By the end of the week, we had made our way to Calgary and, being placed in groups of 3 or 4 students,
were given the task of presenting on one of the sub-themes of the forum: biodiversity, climate change, and
food security. The results of this assignment were astounding; the cross-cultural approach to these topics
produced thoughtful and comprehensive presentations, which often featured practical solutions for
problems. One example of this was a proposal to reduce the level of pollution in the Athabasca river by
installing artificial lagoons at areas of potential oil sands production run-off; this practice has already been
implemented in many industrial areas of Japan, with great success measured by increased biodiversity and
cleaner water.
Upon returning to PEI, I know that the three of us students who were chosen to attend this conference feel
that the world is a much smaller place. Perhaps, we are also hopeful that the future is brighter than it
seems, knowing that there are friendly faces on the other side of the globe who are helping us create
solutions for a healthier and more sustainable tomorrow. I encourage the International Office and UPEI to
continue their JACAC partnership and to continue supporting such educational opportunities as this student
forum.
- Krista-Lee Christensen, University of Prince Edward Island
*****
To me, the JACAC forum was truly an amazing experience. First off, everything was really well organized:
transportation (flight, shuttle, bus, etc.), meals and accommodations were neatly planned and chosen. The
forum schedule, whilst being very busy with conferences and group discussions, still allowed us to have
enough free time to bond with other students from Canada and Japan. This helped us develop quickly a
strong team spirit, which not only leaves me with fond memories of the people I have met, but also
definitely contributed in enhancing the quality of cooperation and exchange throughout the forum. This
brings me to my second point, which is that I have learned a lot from the academic portion of the event.
The speakers were interesting and each had something of their own to bring to the discussion. I think that
having an oil industry representative was a great idea and should certainly be considered again for future
years. The group discussions animated by Shari and David were stimulating and enriching. I enjoyed
working on the presentations for a full day and I think this format should be maintained in following
editions of the forum. The only suggestion for improvement that I have concerns the venue of the activities
in Calgary. Perhaps someplace with small conference rooms and equipped with computers and printers
would have facilitated the group work. Otherwise everything was perfect, and I would like to thank deeply
everyone who participated into making this forum possible. I am only sad that it is already over.
- Eric Sullivan, Université de Montréal
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*****
My experience at the forum was absolutely incredible, I enjoyed every single moment of it. It was amazing
how we socialized together from different cultures and built strong friendships during that short period of
time, I came to realize people share the same values regardless of place of birth, social status or lifestyle.
The mutual respect and care was the key to developing a community of the individual participants. I, as a
Canadian member of the forum felt responsible to welcome the Japanese members many of whom were
visiting Canada for the first time. I contributed to a happy atmosphere by being open about myself and
making others feel comfortable in a new environment.
Climate Change as the theme for the forum was a wise choice as it connected all of us from various
academic backgrounds to think back to a common concern of all nations. Working in groups all of us had
the opportunity to share our ideas as a leader or a group member, while talking, listening or guiding the
conversation. I learned cultural impact on different approaches towards group work (group vs. individualfocused). I am new to Canadian winters myself and I already knew the weather I would experience during
the one week at the forum would be the coldest in my life, however I challenged myself to enjoy a true
Canadian winter at its extreme and realized the warmth of happiness and friendship melts the ice and
reveals the beauty of winter.
I cherish the opportunity that was given to me to learn from and contribute to the forum as well as
experience the mix of Japanese and Canadian cultures. As a future intellectual educated member of the
society, I will apply my learning towards a green, peaceful and happy world.
- Maryam Azh, York University

JAPANESE STUDENTS
I first would like to thank everyone involved in this forum, especially to U of A for hosting us and organizers
both in Canada and Japan. At the closing ceremony, I was surprised to know that we were supported by
many people from various fields.
I’ve gained lots of valuable things from this forum, but here, I’d like to write mainly about three things.
The first thing I found is that we, especially the young are at the centre of change, or the movement of our
world today. In order to be the power to change, we need to study, contemplate and exchange the opinions
with people from different backgrounds. This forum was the best way and place to share ideas or
knowledge that each of us have.
Second, I gained a new perspective to look at my life. If I were in Japan and wondering about my life alone, I
might have never thought of making a contribution to the world. Now as a senior, I’ve decided to seek for a
career as a teacher to contribute to the society. Being a teacher, I want to spread the knowledge and
experience I’ve gained in this forum to the children who are going to be in the world’s driver’s seats. It is
sure that we all need to cooperate to make a better change and everyone has a role to make the change
happen.
I’d like to say this with loud voice that friendship is the best present that I’ve gifted from this forum.
Everybody has devoted themselves deeply, and that’s why we are all special friends. Especially now, Japan is
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in a threat of recuperating due to the massive earthquake and we’re very delighted to hear that Canadian
friends are thinking of us very deeply. I hope that we’ll do our best to make the relationship between Japan
and Canada a better one.
I’m so pleased to be able to participate in JACAC2011 forum. JACAC forum was the most precious studying
experience in my life. I hope that JACAC forum establishes long history in the future, and I’d like to make a
contribution to the forum somehow in a long term.
- Moe Kitagawa, Sophia University
*****
Before participating in this forum, I did not have much knowledge about environmental issues in Canada
even enough it’s the country I grew up in. I never had the opportunity to study about this topic and since I
was going to graduate in March, I thought it would be a chance to learn about something new and I decided
to participate.
During the forum, I was able to listen to experts talk and present information about current problems in
Canada and future projects that may be taken place to solve the problems. After listening to their lecture,
we had discussions and were able to talk within and share knowledge and ideas. Even though I did not have
much knowledge compared to others, I tried my best to participate in discussions and was able to listen to
other opinions and ideas which I thought was a great way to learn. Also I think having to present a project
at the end of the week was another good way to learn about a certain topic because it allows us to do
research and understand what we are presenting about.
Also, I thought the cultural activities were good to make better relationships with others and we were able
to make good memories during the forum. I sometimes thought that there should have been more
mandatory get together for dinners or after classes or at night. Our rooms were separated from others so
sometimes; there would be people we would not see outside of the classes.
Overall, I thought it was a great forum. The topic was good and interesting; the professors gave us lectures
that were educational and easy to understand and I was able to have a lot of fun during my stay in Alberta. I
would participate again if I had the opportunity but I would also recommend to others because I thought it
was a great experience for me.
- Hiroyuki Takikawa, Josai International University
*****
First of all, I would like to express my thanks to those who worked for on forum for giving us a great
opportunity. I especially would like to thank the Prince Takamado Japan Center, Japan-Canada Academic
Consortium, Embassy of Canada, lecturers and my university.
I would like to write this essay based on what I have especially noticed from the forum, leaving more
general opinions to others.
What I learned from the forum:
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1. It was hard to discuss with other students, who are not economics majors, over solutions to
environmental or social problems from an economics perspective. However, whatever project we work on,
considering an economic impact on it is important to make it sustainable in an economic system. Therefore,
when the explanation from the economics perspective is needed, I will keep it in mind that it alone is not
enough to make an argument as understandable as possible.
2. I noticed how useful and powerful economics is when facing various environmental and social problems
in the forum, even though I doubted the economics approach in the past. Many social systems cannot be
sustainable without the principles of economics. For instance, protecting only one company in particular for
environmental reasons may lead to corruption and the economy might collapse as a result of giving up fair
competition. On the other hand, I understood some complaints that maintaining the efficient economy is
preferred to solving environmental problems. We discussed the topic of relaxed international trade may be
preferred over conserving natural resources. Therefore, I came to think there are still many problems that
economists need to solve while considering environmental aspects. It is better if we can solve both
economic and environmental problems.
- Hiroki Yonetani, Kwansei Gakuin University
*****
It was good opportunity for me to go to Canada and learn climate change, biodiversity and food security
because I have not studied them so much. However, I could not explain my idea perfectly during the
discussion since I needed many processes to do it; understand everyone’s idea, think my idea against it in
Japanese and translate it in English. I was keenly aware of the lack of my proficiency in English and I have
decided to study English hard.
During the forum, I could absorb a lot of knowledge through the lecture and cultural activities such as the
short trip to Banff. I was excited very much when I saw the Canadian Rocky and thought that we have to
think about nature to coexist each other.
Lastly, I deeply appreciate this wonderful opportunity and people who gave me the chance to learn many
things. Since I was second grade, I did not have detailed knowledge and could not make a contribution to
my group when I join this program. But this forum gave me the path which I should do in my school days. I
want to spend my school days with many memories of this great experience. Thank you so much.
- Chihiro Komtasu, Meiji University
*****
JACAC student forum was productive and enjoyable for me. There were many discussions about
environmental issues with students who are from many kinds of major such as engineering, economic, law
and so on. There were also constructive lecture, group work, presentation, cultural activity etc. Looking
back on this forum, I would like to talk about discussions among others in this paper.
One of the reasons why I participated in this forum is to want to discuss environmental issues with people
with multiple backgrounds. From this, I would like to gain one’s sense of value. I think it would be very
valuable experience. Then I achieved this objective because there were many types of discussions which
were suggested by facilitators in this forum. These are World Café, Open Space Technology and so on. World
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Cafe is small-group discussion with reshuffle of members each question which was asked by facilitators. This
discussion enabled us to discuss with many people and also we got to know each other better. Open Space
Technology is also small-group discussion. First, facilitators asked us to point to topic which we are
interested in about environmental issues. Second, each person chose one topic and discuss. There is also
large group discussion. I could gain many opinions from the view point of other major, although it was very
hard for me because all topics were discussed in English. It was very great and interesting.
In conclusion, I had a wonderful time in this forum. It was an unforgettable experience. I could get to know
many fantastic people and gain some knowledge from discussions. I think it is important to hear a broad
range of views when we discuss anything. Therefore, I would like to continually discuss anything with many
people and consider deeply based on this experience. I am thankful to host and all things for providing an
invaluable opportunity for me.
- Sho Maeara, Nagoya University
*****
‘I must keep progressing’ this is the best thing I have learned from JACAC2011 forum. All the people I met at
this forum made me think so.
I applied to this forum to improve my attitude toward studying. I have spent most of my life in Japan and my
view was so much that of Japanese. Therefore, I wanted to expand my way of thinking and take in new ones
by discussing many people with various backgrounds.
My days during the forum were more than I had expected. All the members were so motivated toward
learning and showing their opinion and studying in foreign culture with those new people gave me fresh air.
I was really nervous about my English before arriving at Canada, but everybody supported and tried to
understand me and so then, I could somehow participate and contribute to discussions and group
presentations.
Cultural activities were also fantastic experiences. There were much more activities and free time than I had
thought, but those time away from strictly study made me refresh and enjoy the lectures or discussions
more vividly. In addition, through those times, we could communicate and know each other and those
communications were as impressive and beneficial as things I had learned from given schedules. I noticed
that I had known about Canada far less than I had been believed and Japanese cultures known by
Canadians were also less than I had expected. I even did not know the population of Canada, and Japanese
food except sushi was not widely known there.
All those experiences changed and stimulated my mind. I strongly felt that I should be more active and
positive to express my own ideas and to do so, I should have to have fixed idea always and prepare the
words to explain them simply to others. The members’ high knowledge about language motivated me to try
harder on studying foreign languages, and realize the importance of commonly understandable language.
Since I have been back from Canada, I start watching Japanese news in English, restarted studying French
grammar, and reading books not just for fun but for broaden my comprehension. I am looking forward that
if I had another chance like JACAC2011, I could feel myself greatly advanced than this time. I truly
appreciate everyone who gave me this wonderful experience.
- Junko Yamada, Tsuda College
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*****
This forum was very fruitful, and I would like to thank everyone who was involved in this forum. This forum
was just a week, but I could broaden my view about environmental issues by both listening to presentations
and discussing with other participants. I could also enjoy the great nature of Canada, and experience the
social and cultural interaction with the Canadians.
The topic at the forum which was food security, biodiversity, and climate change were really interesting, and
I thought it was a good topic. These three topics have a significant impact in the world nowadays, and it was
a great opportunity to think about those topics. The presentation given by the professors were
straightforward, and I could gain a lot of knowledge. Also the student group discussions were very
interesting. The style of the group discussions such as world cafe and the open space technology were new
to me, and I could gain a lot of it. Every person had a chance to talk and interact with the other members. In
that way, I could get involved in the discussion and also get used to talking to other people.
I first thought that only having a day to prepare the presentation is too short, but I think every group
prepared well and had an interesting presentation. It was a pleasure to have an opportunity to do a
presentation in front of representatives of Canada and Japan. This forum was a very good experience and I
could gain many things from it. Lastly, the friendship I made with both the Canadian and the Japanese
students stands out in my memory. I surely think that this forum was valuable for both Canadians and the
Japanese, and I hope many people could experience this by attending the forum.
- Lisa Hayakawa, Hosei University
*****
I remember the sharp cold air in Edmonton and Calgary now.
I had a good experience on the forum in Canada.
I am happy to meet lots of fantastic people, beautiful and wild views. Banff National Park has an
astonishing view!!
I would like to say thank you so much to lots of people who have worked for this forum.
This is the first time for me to join a forum abroad.
I found the lecture and discussion styles between Canada and Japan are different. I found that the Canadian
style was aggressive and it was hard for me to ask some questions while presenters were speaking and also
interrupt someone’s talking and jump into the changing topic during discussion. This is my theme from now
on. I would like to put this experience to account when I attend academic forums in the near future.
I remember the group works and last day’s presentation. I have good mates. Thank you for Lucas and
Mariko.
Ph.D. students were quite dependable. Their help was indispensable for our discussion and activity. I would
like to imitate their leadership.
I learned “sustainability” a lot from homework materials, lectures and group works. I would like to continue
to study for my major “Global marketing” by always thinking about “Environmental sustainability”.
- Toyoko Funahashi, Meiji University
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*****
I could have a great time through this forum. Thank you for giving me valuable time.
On the first day, I was a little confused to stay with some students in the same room at the hotel, but it was
the most important time for me. In the daytime, I couldn't say any words in the presentations
by guest speakers or group discussions because my English was so poor and I didn't have confidence.
However, at night, I communicated with my roommates naturally to live together. We chatted for long time
every night. Also I could know about some Canadian cultures by cultural activities. It was very very cold in
Canada, but it was fresh surrounding for me. I enjoyed skating, shopping, drinking , eating, talking and so on.
I have only one complaint about the time for final presentations. It was not enough to research and discuss
and make powerpoints. Except that, everything was wonderful!!!!! If I have a chance, I want to go to
Canada again. I want to help you because I heard the next JACAC students forum would be carried out in
Japan. I will treasure all memories and people in Alberta forever. Thank you so much!!!
- Shoko Kano, Nagoya University
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FORUM EVALUATIONS AND SURVEY RESULTS
An online survey was conducted to get student evaluations of the forum. Below are some of the results.
How do you rate the following arrangements made by the organizers:
Above
Below
Outstanding
Average
Average
Average
Flight arrangements
6
8
5
1
Ground transportation
7
10
2
1
Accommodation (Edmonton)
14
5
1
0
Accommodation (Calgary)
8
8
4
0
Meals
4
6
8
2
Forum venue (Edmonton)
12
7
1
0
Forum venue (Calgary)
9
7
4
0

Poor
0
0
0
0
1
0
0

Please explain your ratings.
1. A few small issues with the hotel in Edmonton. Not JACAC's fault but keys were faulty and rooms were
uncomfortable temperature.
2. Organizers did an awesome job and we truly enjoyed the forum!
3. pizza was great but overall the quality of food was…not good.
4. I couldn’t set up the schedule for before and after the forum because the flight arrangement and meeting time
were not informed until a very close date.
5. Flight: lots of waiting time
6. no inconvenience life in Edmonton and Calgary
7. Everything was superbly organized. The only comment I have to make is the online forum. The documents were
sometimes difficult to download.
8. I think it would have been better if we had more meals together.
9. no complaints! The rooms were all clean and functional.
10. Basically, all satisfied me. Accommodation is especially very good although there are just two beds, not three.
11. The reason I checked "below average" for ground transportation is because of a bus for Banff was so late. All the
other ground transportation was outstanding.
12. Having to use megaupload to access the articles/readings was a little frustrating.
13. There were of course more important things we did actually care about than the quality of service. I'd personally
rank the whole forum Outstanding in general =)
14. Edmonton’s hotel was really good! Calgary’s was somewhat a little smelly ;(
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Please rate the following aspects of the JACAC Student Forum:
Outstanding
Orientations (including journal assignment)
Presentations by guest speakers
Afternoon group sessions
Group activities
Tour of Banff National Park with Parks Canada
Group presentations (Feb. 27)
Reception (Feb. 27)

5
10
8
13
14
12
13

Above
Average
9
9
8
4
5
7
6

Average
6
1
4
2
1
1
1

Below
Average
0
0
0
1
0
0
0

Poor
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Please explain your ratings.
1. The preparation time wasn't enough however the teamwork worked out well and everybody did a great job.
Every group has different ways of presenting which gave a lot of spices for the forum at the end.
2. we basically had only 2 days to prepare for our presentations. if we could've chosen our own question at the first
2 or 3 days beforehand, i think we could've started to prepare for it much earlier.
3. I think we should be in charge of the topic each has already learned in their school because most people were
assigned a topic they do not know and the content of presentations was not professional.
4. it was better each group could have more time to prepare presentation.
5. I was especially happy with the time given for preparation. Having a full day was great, but I would not have
wanted more (it would have been perhaps a bit fastidious)
6. The topics and questions were fine but maybe there should be more time to prepare so we do not feel like we
are in a rush and feel more pressure.
7. that was exactly the kind of challenge i love. everybody did a fantastic job!
8. I don't know how much did assignments contribute to discussions but everyone have their own opinion about
topics. It was good. Regarding amount of time for preparation of group presentation, I feel it was little bit short.
9. I think amount of time scheduled for presentation was enough, but I wanted the time for discussion in
presentation groups in earlier day.

Please rate the difficulty of conducting the student presentations.
Extremely
Fairly
Average Fairly Easy
Difficult
Difficult
Student presentations
0
13
7
0

Extremely
Easy
0

Please explain your ratings.
1. Had some issues getting started and solidifying our topic.
2. As I wasn't an expert for the topic, I felt the content of the forum was difficult. However it was a very good
learning experience for everybody and I'm pretty sure each person learned something new from the forum and
people that we met.
3. i wanted to read each group's summary (what's this presentation's conclusion and the reason why they do think
so) before their presentations so that the Japanese students (including me) can understand more in details.
4. I basically learned environmental problems through lectures, discussions and fieldtrip. I found out how difficult to
understand the different topic due to different technical terms, idioms and background. However, this fact did
not seriously hamper my understanding of the lectures.
5. as a presenter: it was a little difficult to finish presentation in 10-12 minutes. as an audience: it was fun to know
topics by fresh aspect each group focused. but Q&A time was too short to question that get the point to dig more
deeper each topic/question
6. We had enough time and instructions were clear. I liked that we were free to be creative.
7. The presentations were easy to understand and the visuals were good.
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8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

we were presented with topics of which few of us had in-depth knowledge. over the course of a few days, with
intensive learning from experts, we studied the material. finally, we were called upon to present in front of many
esteemed guests, and all the teams succeeded brilliantly. the challenge and reward were paired perfectly.
Topic which was given by organizers is sort of vague. It means that we can consider many things but it is difficult
at the same time.
Since everything was done in English which is foreign language for me, it could not be easy, but I rather enjoyed
that difficulty so this is not a negative rating.
If we had more time, we could do more thoughtful discussions...
Time constraints
The presentations from some experts were really good and I could understand the topics. But the group session
was pretty hard for me. I strongly noticed that I have a poor skill to explain what I am thinking and I should have
more knowledge about my major.

Please let us know what you liked most about the JACAC Forum.
1. If I had to pick one thing, I would have to say that Banff is stupendous. I only wish we had more time there! The
whole experience from the Park to the town to the dinner was awesome!
2. I really enjoyed everything which was included in the forum. If I have to pick one, I'd say that I enjoyed
encountering new people and sharing ideas and opinions from different cultures to different way of tackling
environmental issues. Gathering together at one place and discussing various things truly made a new viewpoint
to my life.
3. Fraternity
4. personally the trip to the Banff National Park was great.
5. Field trip to Banff. Learning environmental problems in Canada. Noticing me that I need more English skill to
make a success in North America.
6. Hotel was comfortable.
7. Lectures
8. To be able to meet people at the same generation who have same interest from different culture.
9. Meeting nice people. We had sufficient free time to do stuff together which was great.
10. I liked the cultural activities and the interaction between the students.
11. I was happy to have the opportunity to share ideas and discuss about the theme with people who were not
Japanese.
12. Being able to meet new people and learn about a topic I have I never studied before. Learning about
environmental issues and being able to share ideas and hearing other people's opinions.
13. late-night conversations were a great opportunity to exchange views with my peers. there was a lot of bonding
during those informal meetings.
14. Discussions. I could get to know each other better and gain some knowledge.
15. Communication with new people. Knowing various opinion and culture were so stimulating.
16. The interaction with other students.
17. The high level of interaction between participants, speakers, and the organizers.
18. The people!
19. Field trip to Banff Closing ceremony--there were many chances to meet lots of people. I honored myself because I
had a chance to talk with many officers from the government and top-quality company.
20. i was very happy to make many Canadian and Japanese friends in this forum. we had a very good time through
the cultural activities and staying together in the hotel.
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Please let us know what you liked least about the JACAC Forum.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Besides saying goodbye to some great friends, it would have been nice to have a few more meals included.
I have no complaints at all! Like I mentioned above, I liked everything involved in the forum. (One thing I'd say
would be that the fact we couldn't do ice skating was sad. But we figured our way to have fun!)
Nothing
we've got only plain normal T-shirts as the prize on our presentations but if it was like T-shirts with Alberta
University's logo on, we would've been more satisfied i guess?
Advance notification of the overall traveling schedule was not enough. I wanted to know where and when to
meet at the first day, who purchase a travel ticket, what are furnished in hotel, the availability of Internet access
and so on. I wanted to purchase an air plane ticket by myself because it is more flexible.
I think the forum was disorganized a little bit such as cultural activity and time for preparation.
Each motivation of participants is very different. Study or activity
it made me feel a little restive to be with who are not introduced us officially in venue. i wanted to be introduced
everyone who were in venue even if they didn't have direct connection with us students.
Nothing.
There was nothing that I did not like.
I am extremely satisfied with the JACAC forum, and I have not much thing to say bad about. However, the
weather was too cold.
I thought there should be more mandatory get-togethers for dinner or events after we finish our day at the
University.
no real complaints, but i thought that the theme of food security could have been effectively worked into the
meal plan at the forum.
Skate which is one of the cultural activities. I looked forward to skating but we couldn't. However, we slide on the
ice without skate. It's OK.
The last day's check-out time was too early and I could not say goodbye to everyone. I wanted some time for
greeting each other on the last day.
Food. It was so unhealthy to keep eating junk food.
My unfamiliarity with how the week would progress. Maybe send a website link to future participants, so they
can see the scale and arrangement of the forum.
Early morning sessions =(
Big group presentation I used all energy just to follow many comments from Canadian students.
Presentation by guest speakers were a little boring because their topics were sometimes too difficult for me to
understand them.
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If you have any suggestions on how the JACAC Student Forum can be improved in the future, please let us know
below:
1. Perhaps another relevant afternoon fieldtrip as a way of integrating learning and fun.
2. The forum was successful and every participant enjoyed it. If we had more time, I wanted to visit some museums
or places that have connections to environmental issues. I know there are a lot of facilities in Canada which is
related to environmental issues. And also, Japanese students should've given more information about their own
country if possible. But because of language barrier, we couldn't share our ideas which I regret most. So we should
have more assignments before the forum is held so that everybody will be more engaged in the forum.
3. so as i mentioned above, if we had introduced ourselves (on JACAC forum website or opening ceremony) through
our own presentation slides about what we do as major in college, so that we could've communicated as soon as
the opening ceremony started. overall the students in JACAC were awesome! i think the forum this year was
successfully done!
4. 1. Include a topic of international trade in a lecture if it is written in a theme. 2. Let students purchase an airplane
ticket by themselves. It is more flexible for students to make a plan by themselves. 3. Let students know how
much money is required and how much money is recommended. I did not bring $300 if it is optional. 4. Let
students know whether internet access is available or not in advance. 5. Let students know what are furnished in
hotel. I had no idea what to bring for the daily needs such as about food, towel and cutlery. 6. Possible to lower
the expenditure of subsidy to students by letting them incur some percentage of the expenditure because they try
to minimize the expenditure. If the subsidy covers everything, that is not efficient.
5. Make more clarify the purpose
6. Save money on the hotel rooms by getting some without full kitchens (which I don't think were used very much
except for breakfast) but offer free breakfast. Having a fridge was nice though.
7. I think maybe there should be more time to prepare for the presentation. During the first couple of days, groups
should get together a little bit more and talk about their presentation.
8. great work! thank you so much.
9. I have three suggestions. 1. To show photos or movie about previous forum in order to understand briefly about
JACAC forum when orientation is held in next forum. 2. The participants give presentation about what they study
or what they make research for understanding their backgrounds. 3. To hold a party such as welcome party by
previous participants. This party is like JAGSA dinner. For example, JACAC forum will be hold at Ritsumeikan
University, Kyoto, next year. Therefore, some of previously members hold a party for interacting and welcoming.
10. Numbers of participants were not equal among Japanese and Canadian so I wish we had about equal numbers of
them. I think it will progress more communication between two countries.
11. 1. Meals should be prepared to keep students healthy. 2. We need more time for the preparation. It would be
great if there is a short group work session every day.
12. Increase forum to 2 weeks please!
13. It was a great opportunity to know my and another country. Native cultural activity is really nice event to keep this
forum meaningful and attractive!
14. we need much more time to prepare for final presentations.
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PHOTOS

Undergraduate student participants from Japan and Canada at a morning lecture.

Undergraduate student participants in group discussions.
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Forum participants receiving a guided tour of Banff National Park with Parks Canada.

Preparing for group presentations at the University of Alberta’s Calgary Centre.
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Students enjoying the JACAC Student Forum closing ceremony reception at the Calgary Centre.

JACAC Forum participants having a conversation with MLA Wayne Cao at the reception.
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The four winners of the Leadership Prizes (sponsored by JACOS).

JACAC Forum participants in conversation with former Senator Dan Hays.
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The entire group of Forum participants included 8 undergraduate students from Canada and 18 undergraduate students from Japan. Also in attendance,
Mr. Wayne Cao, Government of Alberta MLA (far left), Dr. Etsuko Katsu, Vice President of Meiji University (third from right), and Ms. Christine Nakamura
from the Canadian Embassy in Tokyo (far right).
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