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PREFACE: Messages from the Organizers 
 

A Message from Josai International University 
 

We were honored to host the 14th and final Japan-Canada Academic Consortium Student Forum 

at Josai International University from February 21 to March 1, 2023. The purpose of the Forum 

was to deepen mutual understanding through group work among students sel ected from 17 

Japanese and Canadian universities that are members of the Japan-Canada Academic 

Consortium (JACAC).  

 

This was the final Japan-Canada Student Forum to be held in this format and it was the first 

time in three years that the Forum was held face-to-face. This year's Forum, which was themed 

"Canada and Japan: Towards 100 years of Diplomatic Relations," was convened at Josai 

International University's Chiba Togane Campus and our Tokyo Kioicho Campus. The program 

included specialized lectures, group work in six Japanese-Canadian mixed teams, field trips, and 

activities to learn about local culture. The 24 participating students in the teams spent several 

days preparing their opinions and proposals, working together to compete for the Best 

Presentation Award. 

 

The closing ceremony and reception were held at the Embassy of Canada in the presence of Her 

Imperial Highness Princess Takamado on February 27. Following the enthusiastic presentations 

by the six groups judged by three professors and one embassy official, the winning group was 

announced at the closing ceremony and presented in front of Her Imperial Highness Princess 

Takamado, who then conferred the Best Presentation Award upon them. The Canadian 

Ambassador also gave commemorative gifts to the winners.  

 

At the reception, the Leadership Awards were given to two winners, voted on by all program 

participants. The winners gave speeches expressing gratitude for the program, and talked about 

their dreams for their own futures.  

 

President Bill Flanagan of the University of Alberta and Dr. Kenji Sugibayashi, President of the 

hosting university, were also in attendance and gave speeches to the students. At the end of the 

reception, the participating students took a commemorative photo with Her Imperial Highness 

Princess Takamado, the Canadian Ambassador and distinguished guest s.  

 

The students were finally able to relax and enjoy themselves during the post-presentation social 

events and reported that they had learned a lot throughout  the Forum, made friends across 

borders, accumulated meaningful knowledge, and thus truly appreciated the opportunities 
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granted by the program. Please read some of their comments on pages 33-35.  

 

In holding the Forum at Josai International University, grea t support was provided by the 

member universities of the Japan-Canada Academic Consortium, the Prince Takamado Japan 

Centre for Teaching and Research at the University of Alberta, and the Hosei University Global 

Education Center. We would like to express our deepest gratitude to everyone who made this 

program a successful one. We hope that all participants of the program will continue playing an 

important role in the development of even stronger diplomatic relations between Canada and 

Japan.   

 

Have a bright future!  

 

 

Maria Shiguemi Ichiyama 

Dean, Faculty of International Humanities  

Professor, Department of International Exchange Studies  

Josai International University  
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A Message from the Prince Takamado Japan-Canada Memorial Fund 

 

This year, the Japan-Canada Academic Consortium was held in person for the first time since the spread 

of COVID-19. It was wonderful to see many talented students exchanging ideas, working together, and 

experiencing Japan’s culture in Chiba and Tokyo. It was a great honour to welcome Her Imperial Highness 

Princess Takamado and receive her greetings on this occasion. Special thanks also go to H.E. Ian G. McKay, 

Canadian Ambassador to Japan and his team at the Embassy of Canada in Tokyo. President Kenji 

Sugibayashi, Professor Maria Shiguemi Ichiyama, and her very hard-working team at the Josai 

International University were fundamental to the success of this event. In the beautiful town of Togane, 

Chiba, we all enjoyed experiencing the local culture with the community. I also appreciate our JACAC 

membership universities and Hosei University for providing us with a lot of support throughout this forum. 

I am delighted to conclude the JACAC student forum in this memorable way.  

 

The promotion of student mobility between Japan and Canada has been a significant part of our Prince 

Takamado Memorial Fund mandate since its foundation. For fourteen years, the Prince Takamado Japan 

Centre has been committed to this mandate, creating a valuable opportunity for students to exchange their 

ideas on current global issues. Furthermore, for many years, many supporters, including Consul-Generals’ 

Offices and Embassies in both countries, the Mitsubishi UFJ Foundation, the Japan Foundation and our 

JACAC membership universities, endorsed our project, without which it would not have been possible.  

 

I appreciate all students who inspired me through their wonderful ideas, giving me a sense of confidence 

that the future of Japan-Canada relations is bright with these young people. My term as the Director of the 

Prince Takamado Japan Centre was always very rewarding and filled with excitement and joy. I hope that 

this sort of opportunity will remain in the future. 

 

 

Thank you,  

 

 

Aya Fujiwara, Ph.D 

Director, Prince Takamado Japan Centre for Teaching and Research, 

University of Alberta 
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1. BASIC INFORMATION 

 

1-1. Japan-Canada Academic Consortium (JACAC)  

“The Japan-Canada Academic Consortium aims to promote the exchange of undergraduate and 

graduate students, researchers, and teachers, and to encourage a movement of ideas and knowledge 

between the two countries.” 

 

The main activities of Japan-Canada Academic Consortium (JACAC) are a “Student Exchange Program” 

between member universities in Japan and Canada, and a one-week student forum called “JACAC 

Student Forum”. 

 

As of 2023, JACAC consists of the following 17 member universities: 

 

Canadian Universities: 10 

University of Alberta | University of British Columbia | University of Regina | York University | Queen’s 

University | Universite  De Montre al | Concordia University | Universite  Laval | University of Prince 

Edward Island | University of Waterloo & Renison 

 

Japanese Universities: 7 

 J.F. Oberlin University | Tsuda University | Kwansei Gakuin University | Hosei University | 

Ritsumeikan University | Seinan Gakuin University | Josai International University  

 

1-2. JACAC Student Forum 

“Senior undergraduate student representatives from member institutions in both Japan and Canada will 

meet and exchange opinions and ideas about a common topic of interest to students today. The host 

institution shall alternate between Canada and Japan each year. The goal of this Forum is to provide 

students with the opportunity to interact with their peers from a different culture, in order to gain 

insight into their current areas of academic interest and to encourage a flow of ideas between Canada 

and Japan. The official language of the Forum is English.” 

 

JACAC Student Forum has been held annually since 2010, and the past forums were held under a 

variety of themes. Each forum consists of expert lectures, fieldwork, group work including research 

study, group presentations, a field trip, etc. 
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1-3. The 14th Annual JACAC Student Forum 2023 
The 14th Annual JACAC Student Forum was hosted by Josai International University, Togane, Chiba, 

Japan, in cooperation with the Prince Takamado Japan Centre for Teaching and Research – University 

of Alberta (JACAC secretariat in Canada) and the Embassy of Canada. A brief overview of the Forum 

follows: 

 

Date: 

February 21 (Wed) – March 1 (Wed), 2023 

 

Venue: 

Josai International University and the Embassy of Canada 

 

Theme: 

Canada and Japan: Towards 100 Years of Diplomatic Relations  

 

Content and Schedule Overview: 

JACAC Japan-Canada Student Forum 2023 

SCHEDULE  

 

TIME EVENT VENUE NOTE 

Jan 20 (Fri) 

― Pre-assignment deadline MANABA 
 

Feb 20 (Mon) 

― Canadian students – departure from Canada ― 
 

Feb 21 (Tue) – Day 1  
Canadian students and Japanese students 

– Arrival in Chiba 

Narita Airport 

Chiba Station 

 

Afternoon Transfer to Hotel 

- Hotel Sunroute Chiba 

*Check-in available from 3 pm 

Arrival Lobbies 

Terminal 1, 2 & 3  

Chartere

d Bus 

Feb 22 (Wed) – Day 2 

  8:00  - Meet in Hotel lobby 

- Transfer to JIU Togane Campus 

JIU Togane 

Campus 

 

9:00-11:00  - Welcome remarks 

- Forum orientation  

Presentation Hall 

Building H (3rd 

floor) 

 

11:00-13:00 -Welcome reception 

 Japanese Traditional Cuisine  

(Making matsuri-zushi) 

Tochi Terrace 

Cafeteria (2nd 

floor) 
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13:00-15:00  Campus tour   

Feb 23 (Thu) – Day 3 

8:00  - Meet in Hotel lobby 

- Transfer to JIU Togane Campus 

  

9:30-11:30   Session 1 “Looking Ahead After 100 Years of 

Diplomatic Relations: Societal Challenges in 

Canada and Japan” 

 Professor Angel Figueroa 

Classroom: G3-

112 

 

11:30-12:30  Lunch Break   

12:30-14:30  Session 2 “Gender In/Equality and Political 

Participation” 

 Professor Tricia Fermin 

Classroom: G3-

112 

 

14:30 -

17:00  

Group work Classrooms in 

Bldg. G3 

 

Feb 24 (Fri) – Day 4 

9:00-10:30  Site Visit: Local Farmer’s Market 

Strawberry Picking  

Harvest Village 

Togane 

(Minori no Sato) 

 

11:00-13:00  Session 3 “Literature and Environment” 

Professor Koichi Haga 

Classroom: G3-

112 

 

14:00-16:00 Session 4 “Cultural Aspects of Volunteering” 

Professor Brett Collins 

Classroom: G3-

112 

 

16:00-17:00 Group work Group Rooms,  

Library 

 

Feb 25 (Sat) – Day 5 

10:00-16:00 Transfer to Tokyo from Hotel to Josai 

International University Tokyo Kioicho 

Campus by bus 

 

- Tokyo Tour 

- Check-in at Hotel Le Port Kojimachi 

 

 

 

 

Asakusa,  

Imperial Palace  

. 

Feb 26 (Sun) – Day 6 

All Day - Group work 

 

- Briefing for Day 7 + Voting for MVP Award 

(Result to be announced on the following day.) 

JIU Tokyo Kioicho 

Campus 

Classrooms in  

Building 3 
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Feb 27 (Mon) – Day 7 

8:45 Enter Embassy Embassy of 

Canada 

 

9:00-10:30  Group work  E.H. 

Norman 

Library 

(B2) 

10:30-11:00 Move to the Oscar Peterson Theatre 
 

Oscar 

Peterson 

Theatre 
11:00-11:30 Special Lecture by  

Counsellor, Government of Canada 

11:30-12:30 Group work 

Lunch 

E.H. 

Norman 

Library 

13:00-16:00 Group Presentations Oscar 

Peterson 

Theatre 

16:00-17:30 Closing Ceremony Oscar 

Peterson 

Theatre 

17:35-19:00 Reception 4F South 

Feb 28 (Tue) – Day 8 

9:00- Field trip  Meiji Jingu Shrine, 

Harajuku Tokyo 

 

Mar 1 (Wed) – Day 9  
Departure from Tokyo 

  

Mar 8 (Wed)   
Final report deadline To be submitted 

via MANABA 
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Participants: 24 in Total (12 from Japan, 12 from Canada) 

 

NAKAMURA, Ayano  VISWESWARAN, Ahdithya Rajan 
Tsuda University  University of Alberta 
 
TOMOMATSU, Ena FILLION, Anthony  
Ritsumeikan University Laval University 
 
FUJIOKA, Luiggi Issao  MATRAVOLGYI, Caleb 
Josai International University  University of Regina 
 
KIYOHARA, Mari  MCLEAN, Chiara  
Seinan Gakuin University University of Waterloo 
  
YAMASHITA, Mikuru SARNEY, Ella  
Tsuda University Queen's University 
 
HIROOKA, Momona KUMOR, Liam    
Kwansei Gakuin University York University 
 
ANDO, Richard MCCARVILL, Luke 
Josai International University University of Prince Edward Island 
 
TAKAHASHI, Rino HUANG, Margaret  
Kwansei Gakuin University University of Alberta 
 
KATO, Saki  HASSAN DOUALEH, Mowahib  
Hosei University Concordia University 
 
HAYASHI, Shuto AULAKH, Puneet  
Ritsumeikan University University of British Columbia 
 
WAN, Suet Yi  MILLS, Victoria  
J.F. Oberlin University Queen's University 
 
MIURA, Suzuna  HADDAD, Youssef  
Seinan Gakuin University University of Montreal 
 

Organizing Committee: 

 
Academic Lead: 
ICHIYAMA, Maria Shiguemi 
Dean, Faculty of International Humanities, Josai International University 
 

Program Coordinators: 

SHINOZAKI, Kayo 
Deputy Director, International Affairs Division, Josai International University 
 
HIROSE, Tomoko 
Coordinator, International Affairs Division, Josai International University 
 
FUJIWARA, Aya, Ph.D. 
Director, Prince Takamado Japan Center for Teaching and Research, University of Alberta 
 
KONDO, Rei 
Administrative Assistant, Prince Takamado Japan Center for Teaching and Research, 
University of Alberta 
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2. DETAILS OF THE FORUM 

 

2-1. Theme & Issues / Questions 
 

Theme: 

“Canada and Japan: Towards 100 Years of Diplomatic Relations” 

 

For this final Forum, we will be looking back at the history of relations between Canada and Japan, as well 

as looking forward to how the two countries can strengthen relations in the future. We have four academic 

sessions that will look at specific key themes such as societal changes, gender issues, aspects of 

volunteering and community involvement, and the environment. Each session will be composed of a 

lecture and a workshop where students will actively discuss and share ideas on these four broad themes.  

 

Issues/Questions: 

➢ In what ways can Japan and Canada further develop their relations over the next 100 years?  

➢ For Session 1: 

- How do recent policy statements by the governments of Canada and Japan compare? 

- What are some opportunities and challenges regarding sustainability for Japan and Canada in the 

future? 

- How do Canada and Japan compare in terms of awareness of sustainable development? What are 

some examples of the promotion of SDGs in each country? 

- What are some main points of interest for you regarding Japan-Canada relations? 

➢ For Session 2: 

- What does “political participation” and “political representation” mean? 

- What kinds of activities do people in your country engage in to influence government and public 

policies? Make sure to cite specific examples. 

- What are the challenges that hinder women and minorities’ political participation and representation 

in decision-making and governance? Give examples from your own country. 

- What can be done to help advance women’s political participation and representation, and in the long 

run achieve gender equality? 

➢ For Session 3: 

- Have you experienced a strong earthquake in your life? How did you react to it and why?  

- How do you think Japanese perceptions of earthquakes have changed throughout time? 

➢ For Session 4: 

- Outline common choices for students to make when they volunteer. 

- What specifically did you do as a volunteer? 

- How did the activity change your attitude towards others? Were your general feelings positive or 

negative in relation to your experience? 

Will you continue such service in the future? 
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2-2. Pre-Assignments 
Prior to the Forum, participants worked on pre-assignments. 

 

2-3. Lectures 
 
 

Lecture summaries: 

 

SESSION 1 

 

❖ Date: Feb 23 (Thu) 9:30-11:30 

❖ Venue: Classroom G112, Building G3, Josai International University,  

❖   Chiba Togane Campus 

❖ Title:  Looking Ahead After 100 Years of Diplomatic Relations:  

Societal Challenges in Canada and Japan 

❖ Lecturer:  FIGUEROA, Angel: Assistant Professor, Center for Language Education,  

Josai International University  

 

Profile: 
Angel Figueroa holds an MA in Applied Linguistics from the University of New 
England and has more than twenty years of teaching experience in Japan. His duties 
at Josai International University involve mostly English skills-based instruction to 
undergraduates at the Center for Language Education. Research interests include 
Content and Language Integrated Learning with a focus on sociology. His most 
recent project involved a series of lectures about population studies for the Asia 
Summer Program in July 2022. Recent publications include Testing and Business 
English Skills 2020: English Expeditions by O’Neill, B., Pals, T., Figueroa, A., & 
Shawback, M. (Seibido, 2020).  

❖ Session Overview: 

The first session of this year’s Forum has three objectives: first, to allow for self-

introductions and raising cultural awareness; second, to offer a brief historical overview of 

Japan-Canada relations; and third, to compare issues which both nations need to address in 

the near future, with a focus on policies related to economic relations, climate change, and 

shifting population demographics. Both lecture-style instruction and student workshopping 

are involved. An important takeaway from this session is the promotion of discussion and 

collaboration between representatives of both countries. Note that students must complete 

the required readings assigned beforehand. 
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SESSION 2 

 

❖ Date:  Feb 23 (Thu) 12:30-2:30 

❖ Venue:  G112, Building G3, Josai International University, Chiba Togane Campus 

❖ Title:  Gender In/Equality and Political Participation  

❖ Lecturer:  FERMIN, Tricia: Assistant Professor, Center for Language Education,  

Josai international University  

 

About the lecturer: 
Tricia Fermin is an assistant professor in the Center for Language Education at Josai 
International University and the Graduate School of Humanities. She earned her 
Ph.D. in Human Sciences (Sociology) from Osaka University. Her research focuses on 
gender and sexual politics in Japan and Southeast Asia, cultural studies, and the 
sociology of education. Her most recent publications include "Using 
Intersectionality in Reframing School Sexual Harassment: A Case Study on a 
Student-Led Harassment of an Assistant Language Teacher in a Japanese Middle 
School (in Japanese)" in Kazue Muta (ed.), Feminizumu, jendaa kenkyu no chousen: 
arutanatibu na shakai no ke-su (2022); and "BL Coupling in a Different Light: 
Filipino Fans Envisioning an Alternative Model of Intimacy" in James Welker (ed.), 
Queer Transfigurations: Boys Love Media in Asia (University of Hawai'i Press, 
2022). 

 

❖ Session Overview: 

Political engagement is a crucial element in healthy democratic systems, particularly as a 

means of attaining and preserving equality. This session looks into how the social 

construction and performance of gender either promote or limit political engagement and, 

consequently, the rights and opportunities given to certain groups of people in a society. 

Comparing cases from Canada and Japan, students will examine and discuss the ways 

women and minorities are marginalized in the political arena, as well as reflect on what can 

be done to better advocate equality among genders. 

  

 

SESSION 3 

 

❖ Date: Feb 24 (Fri) 11:00-1:00 

❖ Venue: G112, Building G3, Josai International University, Chiba Togane Campus 

❖ Title:  Literature and Environment  

❖ Lecturer:  HAGA, Koichi:  

Professor, Graduate School of Humanities, Josai International University 

 

 Background:  
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Koichi Haga is Professor of Japanese and Comparative Literature and also serves as 
Dean of the Graduate Program of Human Sciences at Josai International University 
in Japan. He earned his Ph.D. in 2008 (UCLA, East Asian Languages and Cultures). 
His recent publications include “The Peaceful Use of Nuclear Power and Post 311 
Novels” (Mushroom Clouds: Ecocritical Approaches to Militarization and the 
Environment in East Asia, Routledge, 2021), “Climate Change’s Slow Violence and 
the Range of Narrative in Contemporary Literature” (Gendai shisō, 2020) and “The 
Earth Writes: The Great Earthquake and The Novel in Post-3.11 Japan” (Lexington 
Books, 2019). He is currently working on literatures of climate change in relation to 
the issues of the Anthropocene.  

 

❖ Session Overview: 

In this lecture I shall provide an overview of the relationship between natural disasters, 

particularly earthquakes, and disaster literature in Japan. Then, we will examine some of the 

important literary works that depicted the Great East Japan Disaster. I am also planning to 

conduct group work, through which we will deepen our understanding of the value and 

function of literary creation in response to a changing environment.  

 

 

SESSION 4 

 

❖ Date: Feb 24 (Fri) 2:00-4:00 

❖ Venue: G112, Building G3, Josai International University, Chiba Togane Campus 

❖ Title:  Cultural Aspects of Volunteering  

❖ Lecturer:  COLLINS, Brett, Associate Professor, Center for Language Education, 

Josai International University  

 

Profile:  

Brett Collins is an Associate Professor in the Center for Language Education at Josai 
International University. He has a PhD in Education, with specialties in 
psycholinguistics and aural assessment. Prior research areas include language 
aptitude, learner psychology, aural processing, and elicited imitation testing. He 
teaches courses in the Center and in the Graduate School of Humanities. 

 

❖ Session Overview: 

This session will help students understand culturally specific volunteer activities related to 

Canada and Japan. Students from both countries will share their knowledge and experience 

of volunteering and community involvement, and how service to others can help shape 

academic careers. Students will share types of activities (e.g., social actions, such as food 

bank work) specific to their country. Students will discuss how to identify social issues and 

possible solutions through volunteering. We hope that this exchange will further motivate 

students to continue their communitive involvement throughout their lives.    
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2-4. Final Group Presentations 
Participants worked together with their own group members and prepared presentations both prior 

to and during the Forum. Each group was required to give a 15-minute presentation, followed by 5-

minute QA session. Groups 1-3 were asked to make a proposal for Canada, while Groups 4-6 for Japan. 

Presentations were evaluated by the panel of judges below:  

 

 

Panel of Judges: 

 Mr. Steven Lapointe, Embassy of Canada 

Dr. Diana Khor, Hose University 

Dr. Aya Fujiwara, University of Alberta 

Prof. Maria Shiguemi Ichiyama, Josai International University 

 

 

 

Schedule: 

8:45 Arrival at the Embassy  

9:00-10:30 Group Work  

10:30-11:00 Move to the Oscar Peterson Theatre  

11:00-11:30 Special Lecture by Mr. Matt Fraser: 

Counsellor/Public Affairs at 

Embassy 

 

11:30-12:30 Group Work & Lunch  

Presentations: Oscar Peterson Theatre 

13:00-13:10 Opening Remarks MC: Mr. Tim Woolstencroft (Josai International 

University), introduction of the judges 

13:10-13:30 Presentation and QA The House of JACAC 

“Canada and Japan: Working together to address 

societal changes” 

13:31-13:51 Ex Aequo  

“Feminist frameworks: How Canada and Japan can 
advance gender equality at home and 
internationally” 

13:52-14:12 Maple Sakura 

“Environmental sustainability through indigenous 

and cross-cultural lenses” 

14:12-14:20 Intermission 

14:20-14:40 Presentation and QA Go ゴ 5 

“How urban planning affects quality of life: A 

Japanese-Canadian perspective” 

14:41-15:11 Red and White 
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“Combating loneliness in modern day Japan and 

Canada” 

15:11-15:31 Gateau au Chocolat 

“How Japan and Canada can cooperate toward a 

sustainable transportation sector” 

15:32-15:55 Judges’ Evaluation / Break  

Closing Ceremony: Embassy 

16:00 Start Closing Ceremony  

16:05 Opening Remarks President of Josai International University,  

Dr. Kenji Sugibayashi 

16:10 Announcement of Winners Prof. Maria Shiguemi Ichiyama, Academic Lead 

16:20 Presentation by Winning Group Winning Group 

16:41 Presentation of Awards 

 

Her Imperial Highness 

Ambassador 

16:50 Speech  Ambassador 

17:00 Speech Her Imperial Highness 

17:15 Closing Remarks MC 

17:25 Award Winning Group Meeting 

with HIH 

 

Reception: Embassy 4F South 

17:35 Reception   

17:40 Speech President of University of Alberta 

17:45 Announcement of Leadership 

Awards 

 

17:50 Award Acceptance Speeches Award Presenters – Dr. Winkler 

Photo Sessions 

18:00 A Toast President of Josai International University  

Dr. Kenji Sugibayashi 

18:30 Photo Sessions  

18:50 Presentation of Certificates of 

Completion 

 

19:00 Closing Remarks Professor Angel Figueroa 
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Student Presentations: 

 

The House of JACAC (Group 3) 

“Canada and Japan: Working together to address societal changes” 
YAMASHITA, Mikuru | SARNEY, Ella | MCLEAN, Chiara | FUJIOKA, Luiggi Issao 

 

Presentation Summary: 

Our presentation will focus on the essential nature of Japan-Canada relations while addressing 

societal challenges such as environmental impacts and the significant presence of climate 

change, the necessity for excessive energy production, and the corresponding difficult balance 

of sustainability and economic growth. We will propose and describe strategies in which Japan 

and Canada can move towards economic and environmental prosperity, and methods of 

confronting societal challenges. These include the following: establishing and maintaining a 

bilateral trade relationship which is mutually beneficial, involvement as CPTTP (Comprehensive 

and Progressive Agreement for Trans Pacific Partnership) members, as well as utilizing 

international relationships and combined influence to promote international collaboration. In 

our presentation, we hope to communicate the importance of energy and an ecologically 

healthy environment to move towards a safe and prosperous society for the future generations 

of each country, and how each country can utilize its unique strengths to work together to 

achieve this goal. 
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 Ex Aequo (Group 1) 

“Feminist frameworks: How Canada and Japan can advance gender equality at 

home and internationally” 
VISWESWARAN, Ahdithya Rajan | HASSAN DOUALEH, Mowahib | WAN, SUET YI | 

 HIROOKA, Momona 

 

Presentation Summary: 

Our presentation focused on two important policies aimed at advancing gender equality in Canada 

and Japan: Feminist domestic policy and feminist foreign policy. We began by providing a brief 

background on each policy and highlighting the key goals and objectives. 

Next, we explored the effectiveness of these policies in addressing the various challenges and 

barriers facing women in both countries. 

In the final portion of our presentation, we turned our attention to potential solutions for 

promoting greater gender equality in both countries. For example, we highlighted the importance of 

empowering women to occupy roles in all areas, as well as operationalizing goals by setting targets. 

We also suggested specific strategies for leveraging international cooperation to advance gender 

equality, such as the World Assembly for Women and women-led delegations. 

Overall, our presentation emphasized the urgent need to prioritize gender equality in both 

domestic and foreign policy and highlighted some of the key steps that Canada and Japan can take 

to make meaningful progress. We hope that our presentation will inspire further discussion and 

action on this critical issue. 
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Maple Sakura (Group 2) 

“Environmental sustainability through indigenous and cross-cultural lenses” 

MILLS, Victoria | AULAKH, Puneet | KATO, Saki | MIURA, Suzuna  

 

Presentation Summary: 

This presentation will explore how to further diplomatic relations between Canada and Japan as we look 

at Indigenous and societal values’ contribution to environmental sustainability. We seek to analyze the 

overlapping sustainability ideals of both nations, the role of Canadian Indigenous Peoples in 

environmental leadership, the historical values of the Ainu People of Japan and Japanese societal values 

as they relate to the environment. Proceeding, we will propose four recommendations that will examine 

how both nations can share their respective population’s expertise, leadership, ideals and practices to 

achieve more sustainable futures. To integrate both Indigenous communities’ and Japanese societal values 

into these processes, we will speak to next-generation conservation leadership, reconciliation, formal 

bilateral communications and policy and framework development. 
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Go ゴ 5 (Group 5) 

“How urban planning affects quality of life: A Japanese-Canadian perspective” 
NAKAMURA, Ayano | HUANG, Margaret | MCCARVILL, Luke | HAYASHI, Shuto 

 

Presentation Summary: 

How Urban Planning Affects Quality of Life Japan-Canada Academic Consortium 

While there is a significant geographical and cultural divide between Canada and Japan, the two 

countries and its citizens enjoy a high calibre of diplomatic, economic, social, and intellectual 

exchange. This document serves to summarize the presentation created by a team of two Canadian 

and two Japanese undergraduate students about a topic of their selection: urban planning, 

particularly as it relates to the quality of life in the two countries. 

Through this exchange program, the Japan-Canada Academic Consortium (JACAC) Forum, the team 

has identified car-centric urban planning as being a problem that exists in both countries and can be 

solved through the implementation of human-centred urban design to improve the quality of life in 

Canada and Japan. 

The presentation begins with providing motivation for the analysis and discussion through the 

demonstration of images of beautiful, walkable cities in Japan and Canada next to less attractive, car-

centric regions in the two countries. It then continues by describing how the three pillars of 

sustainability, namely: environmental, social, and economic, are all affected by urban planning. 

Then, examples from Canadian and Japanese cities are used to demonstrate the positive and negative 

effects that different urban designs have on society. These include the proposed infrastructural 

designs in Kobe City, common vehicles in North America, and statistics about population density as 

it relates to carbon emissions. 
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Finally, the presentation concludes with a discussion of common criticisms of the proposed urban 

planning (such as the fact that Canada is not population dense), proposals for the future, and a 

motivational conclusion. 
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 Red and White (Group 6) 

“Combating loneliness in modern day Japan and Canada” 
KIYOHARA, Mari | IMATRAVOLGYI, Caleb | KUMOR, Liam | TAKAHASHI, Rino 

 

Presentation Summary: 

Our presentation deals with the shared problem of loneliness in Japan and Canada, and suggests 

possible solutions to provide each country ways to decrease the amount of people who feel lonely.  
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We begin our presentation by talking about how loneliness is a human issue that has been common 

in the past, is common in the present, and will stay common in the future if actions are not taken to 

decrease it. We next show an OECD figure, and then proceed to define loneliness and talk about 

Erikson’s “life stages”. After this, we briefly overview the history of loneliness in Japan and Canada 

before moving on to what loneliness looks like in the present.  

After this, we talk about how if the problem of loneliness remains the way it is, then various 

problems will either continue or arise in the future. Finally, we move on to presenting multiple 

solutions to decreasing loneliness in humans from various life stages including youths, working-age 

adults, and the elderly. 
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Gâteau au Chocolat (Group 4) 

“How Japan and Canada can cooperate toward a sustainable  

transportation sector” 
FILLION, Anthony | HADDAD, Youssef | ANDO, Richard | TOMOMATSU, Ena 

 

Presentation Summary: 

Our presentation is based on the theme of the environment, more precisely on transportation. Our 

goal is to answer the following question: How can Canada and Japan cooperate towards a 

sustainable transport sector? Our work has several elements of answers and tries to address many 

sub-questions. This work is essentially based on a comparison of numerous data that we have 

gathered and processed. Beyond the simple comparison we try to explain and see how to improve 

the initial situation. Thus, we want to show that it is possible that a bilateral cooperation between 

Ottawa and Tokyo emerges on this subject and that Canada and Japan could greatly benefit from it. 

We also discuss the role of large private companies and governments in this cooperation. This 

presentation also serves as an introduction to understand the different advantages that Japan and 

Canada enjoy and the problems they face. We want to demonstrate that the fight against climate 

change is a common cause that unites our two countries.  

Beyond the promises made at the various conventions or the numbers, we want to present a guide 

to understand the weaknesses and strengths of each. We will rely on concrete and original examples 

to prove our different arguments. We have used rich and varied sources. Our sources are mainly in 

English but there are also sources in Japanese and French. We have mainly used governmental and 

institutional sources but also newspaper articles. 

 



 

31 

 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    

 

    
 



 

32 

 

    
 

    
 

    
 

    

 

    
 



 

33 

 

    
 

2-5. Field Trips 
Participants experienced two field trips: 

They first visited the Asakusa area to see the famous Kaminari-mon Gate, Nakamise shopping street and 

Senso-ji Temple and the Imperial Palace, Tokyo, on February 25th, on their way to the Tokyo Kioicho 

Campus from Chiba Togane Campus.  

On the next day, the day of the final presentations, they visited the Tokyo Harakuju area and also visited 

the Meiji Jingu Shrine. 

 

2-6. Cultural Activities 
Students also participated in cultural activities. One such activity involved a traditional dish-making 

experience called "Matsuri-zushi" at the main campus of Josai International University located in Chiba 

Prefecture. A further activity was strawberry picking near the university at a roadside station which 

showcases local and regional specialties. 

 

2-7. Final Report 
At the end of the Forum, participants wrote a final reflection paper addressing the following 

questions: 

1. How has participation in the Forum changed your motivation to study and/or provided you 

with new insights?  

2. How was the experience throughout the program?  

3. What was most impressive about this program?  

4. How has this program influenced your career outlook?  

5. Other comments  

 
2-8. Feedback and Comments from the Participating Students 

 
“My experience throughout the program was overwhelmingly positive. The program itself was 

well-designed and offered a variety of learning and opportunities for interactions.” 

  

“The most impressive aspect of this program is the opportunity that I have had to develop deep ties 

with my Japanese counterparts. I was under the impression that there could possibly be a division 
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amongst Japanese and Canadian students mainly because of language or cultural barriers but I 

learned very quickly that it was a wrong assumption.” 

  

“The forum made me more open minded and willing to try for opportunities in the field that I felt 

were unattainable prior to this.” 

  

“Participating in JACAC Student Forum 2023 has been a remarkably eye-opening experience.” 

  

“My interactions and experiences have truly broadened my outlook on societal issues, both at home 

and abroad, by providing me with a global lens and new perspectives to seek solutions. I am 

confident that my experiences at JACAC, paired with a master’s in international relations, will allow 

me to address issues that both Canada and Japan face by looking to not only one another, but by 

equally towards other global leaders.” 

  

“The most impressive part of JACAC was the chance to collaborate in teams with Japanese students 

to propose original policy solutions to contemporary issues. This collaboration allowed me to form 

not only strong working relationships, but also strong friendships with my Japanese counterparts. 

Moreover, the opportunity to present our findings at the Embassy of Canada was truly unique; in an 

age where young people are regularly excluded from policy processes due to their age, presenting 

to Ambassador MacKay and Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado made me feel like I was 

contributing something meaningful to the international policy landscape.” 

  

“This program has influenced my career outlook because I am now more interested than ever in 

working in the foreign affairs field and working with others to increase and sustain Japan-Canada 

relations on a larger scale.” 

  

“From a more personal angle, I felt that I made many genuine friends throughout the forum, both 

Canadian students and Japanese students, which is something that I would never guessed was 

possible in the short time we spent together. All the students were easy to talk to, and I am thankful 

I got to meet everyone.” 

  

“After entering the university, although it has passed two years, I did not have opportunities to 

interact with new people especially foreigners because of the pandemic. I joined the JACAC forum 

last year, but it was done online, and by actually experiencing both online and face-to-face, it felt 

like I was participating in a totally different forum. Especially discussing with other participants 

and doing group works together, it was much easier to communicate which led to better 

understanding. Unfortunately, this was the last time of the forum, but many experiences and the 

knowledge that I obtained from the forum are definitely valuable in my student days.” 
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“This JACAC forum not just made me learn new things, but also made me motivated to try new 

things and keep improving my [communication] skills. I think that the past nine days were very 

valuable and memorable and I hope this experience will lead to my future career. Making friends 

overseas is not an easy thing, but this forum provided me with opportunities for that, and I really 

thank all the people who have contributed to this forum.” 

  

“It was the first time in my life to study and spend such a long time with foreign students. Honestly, 

it was a bit challenging for me, but the students from both Japan and Canada were always kind to 

me. They helped me a lot, especially in the class. Outside, I tried to support the students from 

Canada to make them comfortable. Some of them had trouble with the language and system in 

Japan, so I helped them as much as I could. I was glad that they appreciated it. All in all, this 

program was my first time to experience an all-English program, and I am glad to have met such 

wonderful friends.” 

 

“I was really impressed with how well-though this whole experience was. From the moment we left 

the airplane, Josai International University took charge and guided the participants through a week 

of well-planned activities, transportation, and lectures. The staff was very friendly and helpful. It 

actually made me wish I went to Josai International University!” 

 

“The Forum has changed my motivation and study in many ways as it has made me realize my 

passion for studying East Asian Affairs. I would like to learn more about Japan and other 

neighbouring countries in the Asia Pacific and maybe even study there to immerse myself even 

more into their culture.” 

 

“This program had a deeper influence on my career outlooks than expected. Despite having an 

interest in diplomacy and international cooperation, JACAC confirmed to me an area of study that I 

was considering for my graduate studies.” 

 

“This program gave me opportunities to learn Canadian society in not surface level but profound 

level as well. Throughout this forum, I had lots of chance to talk with Canadian students even 

outside of classroom. I learned a lot about Canadian society for example, minorities, 

multiculturalism, education, school, geological and linguistic diversity in Canada. It was precious 

opportunity for me and most impressive experience for me to learn these topics and heard ideas 

about social issues in Canada from local students.” 
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3. SURVEY ON THE FORUM 

 

3-1. Survey Overview 
An online survey was conducted by the organizing committee to obtain student evaluations of the Forum 

and to contribute to improving future conferences. An overview of the survey follows: 

 

Title:   JACAC Student Forum 2023 Participants Survey 

Objective:  To obtain student evaluations of the Forum and improve the quality of the future 

conferences. 

Respondents:  20 (out of total of 24) 

Period:   April 20 (Thu) – 28 (Fri), 2023 

 

The survey was conducted through Google Forms, an online data collection tool. 

 

 

3-2. Survey Results 
The survey results are summarized below, in tables and graphs for each question as appropriate. 

 

➢ How do you rate the following arrangements made by the organizers: 

Student Ratings of Arrangements 

Responses Outstanding 
Above 
Average 

Average 
Below 
Average 

Poor N/A 
Total 

Respondents 
Pre-departure 
Information 

9 
(45%) 

5 
(25%) 

2 
(10%) 

４ 
(20%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

20 
(100%) 
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➢ Please rate the following aspects of the JACAC Student Forum program: 

Student Ratings of Educational Activities 

Responses Outstanding 
Above 
Average 

Average 
Below 
Average 

Poor N/A 
Total 

Respondents 
Pre-forum Group 
Assignment and 
Discussions 

9 
(45%) 

7 
(35%) 

2 
(10%) 

2 
(10%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

20 
(100%) 

Orientation 
12 

(60%) 
6 

(30%) 
2 

(10%) 
0 

(0%) 
0 

(0%) 
0 

(0%) 
20 

(100%) 

Lectures 
8 

(40%) 
7 

(35%) 
4 

(20%) 
1 

(5%) 
0 

(0%) 
0 

(0%) 
20 

(100%) 
Q&A session with 
Lecturers 

7 
(35%) 

9 
(45%) 

2 
(10%) 

2 
(10%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

20 
(100%) 

Group 
Presentations 

13 
(65%) 

3 
(15%) 

3 
(15%) 

1 
(5%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

20 
(100%) 

Interaction/Com
munication with 
other students 

18 
(90%) 

2 
(10%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

0 
(0%) 

20 
(100%) 

 

 

 

➢ Please rate the difficulty of conducting the student presentations: 

Student Ratings of Presentation Difficulty 

Extremely Easy Fairly Easy Average Fairly Difficult 
Extremely 
Difficult 

0 2 8 8 2 

0% 10% 40% 40% 10% 
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➢ For Japanese students, did your interest in Canada increase? For Canadian students, did 

your interest in Japan increase? 

 

 

 

Please let us know what you liked most about the JACAC Student Forum: 

- Connecting with the Japanese students and learning more about Japanese culture was my favorite 

part of the program. Visiting various temples and shrines was very fun and educational, and, of 

course, meeting Princess Takamado was a once in a life time experience. 

- Meeting other Japanese and Canadian students. 

- I liked the classes in the first half about Canadian and Japanese culture and diplomacy. 

- Getting along with the other participants. 

- I loved visiting Japan, learning about the culture and meeting wonderful people from diverse 

backgrounds. I also loved the group work time and presentations. 

- I liked this program because I could learn more about the relationships between Japan and 

Canada deeply. 

- Meeting the other students and doing all sorts of activities together. 

- The people were amazing. I made so much friends! 

 

Please let us know what you liked least about the JACAC Student Forum: 

- I loved every part of the forum but if I have to choose I think I liked least was the fact that the 

forum was too short. I would’ve liked it if it was longer. 

- Pre-forum information. 

- I normally do not use Facebook, so using Facebook and messenger was a little bit useful, because I 

am not used to using these. 

- A couple of the lectures were a bit dry 

- Presentations. 
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- One of the weaknesses was the Pre-forum information. For example, I only brought a suit because 

I wanted to cover all bases, but I was not told to bring a suit. It would have been easier to prepare 

if I had known the schedule ahead of time. 

- Not having enough group work time to work on presentation. 

- I would say maybe it was too short. 

- They are friendly and kind, and also they can respect each other so it was a nice experience to 

meet them. 

- It was prior to the trip, I felt like I did know much about important details of JACAC up until we 

left (maybe hosting an online information session before departure). 

 

 

 Please include any additional comments: 

- Although out of class, we have time to go out for dinner or shopping which was a great 

opportunity to get our relationship better. 

- This forum was an amazing experience and I loved every part of it. 

- I am happy to have been a part of the JACAC Student Forum! I made lots of memories that I will 

forever cherish! 

- It was the first time to enter the embassy and made a presentation in English in front of a lot of 

professors. Though I got nervous very much, l could feel fulfillment, and also l felt proud of myself 

as a student of the JACAC. 

- It was a very good opportunity to communicate with the Canadian students, so as Japanese 

students from different universities. 

- The event at the Embassy was amazing. 

- Preparation time for the presentation was short. And I believe it is unrealistic for the students to 

prepare in advance without proper guidance. 

- Thank you. It was a great experience. Not only did I learn about diplomacy but I was also able to 

work on my communication skills. 

- We hope to have a reunion. 

- I'm happy to be one of the members of this forum. 
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3-3. Survey Summary 
 

The 14th JACAC Student Forum was able to achieve a highly positive outcome, with 100% 

of participating students showing interest in Japan and Canada. Furthermore, over 90% of 

students responded that the interaction and communication with other students from both 

countries during the forum was an extremely positive and rewarding experience for them. 

Prior to the start of this forum, there was interaction on Facebook, and the exchange 

activities among students went very smoothly. There were ample opportunities for 

classroom discussions, making sushi, and engaging in cultural activities together in the 

local area, which contributed to a high level of satisfaction. 

Regarding the final presentations, 65% of the students rated them as outstanding. 

There were some students, though, who mentioned that they would have preferred to have 

had more time in the schedule to discuss the contents of their presentations and to prepare 

for their presentations in their allocated groups. With the complex nature of the 

presentation topics and the very high standards that the students set for themselves, this 

was only to be expected.  

Overall, the results show a high level of satisfaction, making it an extremely successful 

conclusion to the forum. 
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Participants of the 14th Annual JACAC Student Forum 

with Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado 
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